
Official Launch

Other guests included local councillors, 
local press representatives and many art 
critics from national newspapers and 
magazines who had travelled up from 
London for the day to see Another Place 
for the first time.

As the launch got under way, Antony 
Gormley himself was nowhere to be seen 
in the room. Instead, he was hundreds of 
yards away at the water’s edge, checking 
that the last of his sculptures to be  
fixed in place were in exactly the  
right position. 

The most exciting 
and dynamic site 
that Another  
Place has been 
installed on.

By the day of the official launch 
of Another Place on Friday July 
1st 2005 the Iron Men’s profile 
couldn’t have been much higher.  

For more than a fortnight before, 
there had been extensive TV and press 
coverage of the installation of the 
sculptures so, unsurprisingly, there were 
large numbers of people on the beach 
and the promenade in Crosby for most  
of the day.

The lunchtime launch took place at 
Crosby Leisure Centre and was attended 
by well over 100 guests including many 
representatives from the sponsors and 
supporters of the artwork including 
Sefton Council, Liverpool Biennial, 
the Mersey Waterfront programme, 
the Northwest Regional Development 
Agency, the Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Company and the Arts Council.
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Everyone’s Place

However, he raced back from the beach 
to the leisure centre, arriving just before 
he was scheduled to speak himself, with 
boots still covered in Mersey mud, as 
press reports were quick to point out!

He told guests: 

“This is a fantastic beach. From 
the moment I stepped on it I 
knew it was going to be great. 
It’s the most exciting site and 
dynamic site that Another Place 
has been installed on. 

“I’m thrilled. It’s a busy port 
and it’s wonderful to have a site 
where the artwork can interact 
with the landscape.

“This is another place, whose 
place, anyone’s place, everyone’s 
place. It’s remarkable that people 
of all ages seem to be able to have 
a relationship with the work. 

“There’s something about the 
Scouse temperament that has 
allowed it to take root here 
that’s unique and very lovable.”

This is another place,  
whose place, anyone’s  
place, everyone’s place.

Because of his last-minute checks on the  
Iron Men, Antony Gormley missed all the  
fine words in his honour from the guest 
speakers at the event. 

Then South Sefton Development  
Trust/Regenerus Chair, Councillor  
Ian Moncur, added: 

“Bringing Another Place to 
Crosby beach is a real coup for 
Sefton and we are delighted that 
the work is now complete and 
available for everyone to see.

“We believe that this unique piece 
of public art has the potential to 
capture the imagination of local 
people and to put the area on the 
cultural map.”
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A Warm Welcome
Crosby Herald editorial 

Some people will love 
them - some people 
will hate them. 
That’s art. 
However, there is no doubt that Antony 
Gormley’s Another Place will bring a  
massive economic and cultural boost to  
the Crosby area.

Already, the national media has turned 
its attention to our beautiful shoreline. 
An act of genius by Gormley and  
those responsible for bringing the  
Iron Men to us.

Letter to the Liverpool Echo

The Iron Men have 
brought a totally 
different atmosphere 
to the whole beach 
and people are 
coming in droves to 
look at them.
On a clear day one can get an overall 
view of them silently staring out to sea 
and dominating the whole area. But 
down on the sand, start mixing with 
them on a one-to-one basis and you get 
a real mix of emotions, from puzzlement 
to the hilarious. It’s all great fun.

Local church leader

I have gone to see 
the sculptures and 
I know that they 
have generated a 
lot of interest and 
conversation. 
If they bring some people closer to God 
then that’s a good thing - I think people 
can find God in lots of places.
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A Warm Welcome

Another Place is a truly accessible artwork, 
and will be viewed and debated by 
thousands of people who would almost 
certainly never visit an art gallery.

Rather than the economic gains, isn’t it  
this welcome boost to human relations,  
perhaps even an increase in local 
happiness, which we should primarily  
be celebrating?

We can’t measure such impacts in 
financial terms, but that does not  
make them any less real.

Letter to the Crosby Herald

The artwork is generating spontaneous 
conversations amongst complete strangers, 
many of whom have travelled some  
distance to see the exhibit.

Letter to the Crosby Herald

Every time I go to the 
beach I talk to lots  
of people who think  
the statues are  
interesting and fun. 
Ask any of the children who are drawn to  
the sculptures - these are possibly the first 
examples of modern artwork they’ve seen.

Art in the community enhances people’s 
lives and if you want more evidence, just 
look at the amount of interest that has 
been shown in our area since they were  
put in place. 

RENEW Northwest awards citation

Another Place is  
exactly the type of  
project others working  
in regeneration can 
learn from. 
It demonstrates what can be achieved by  
a flexible and creative approach and by 
placing the arts and culture at the centre  
of regeneration.
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The Iron Men on Crosby 
beach quickly became 
woven into the fabric 
of Merseyside life, and  
individuals and 
organisations were 
soon finding a wide 
range of ways to 
interact with them.

An Iron 
Helping Hand

Meanwhile, organisations and events 
from the Sefton Schools Triathlon to 
Ballet Central were also taking advantage 
of the Iron Men’s high profile to publicise 
their activities.

Religious leaders also used Another Place 
as the starting point for their comments 
on spiritual themes, from then Bishop 
of Liverpool James Jones in the Thought 
for the Day slot on BBC Radio 4’s Today 
programme, to vicars and priests in local 
churches in Sefton and beyond.

The Iron Men also found themselves being 
given a role in TV and radio dramas, as well  
as being used to promote Merseyside in a 
national advertising campaign organised 
by the Mersey Partnership in the run-up 
to Liverpool’s Capital of Culture year.

For example, hundreds of children took 
part in an Another Place-themed art 
project organised by Sefton’s Extended 
Schools Team and funded by South Sefton 
Development Trust/Regenerus. This 
produced some wonderful work, including 
‘Ted’, a seven-foot-high mosaic sculpture 
based on the iconic design  
of the figures, created with local 
organisation Safe Productions.

Charities and campaigns including 
Jospice, Make Poverty History, Fathers 
4 Justice and Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month were soon dressing the figures  
up to raise awareness of their cause.
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Another Place on 
Crosby beach proved 
to be a huge success, 
attracting large 
numbers of visitors 
and helping to raise 
the profile of the 
area regionally  
and nationally.

Because of this, regret began to be 
expressed in many quarters that the 
sculptures were only scheduled to  
stay in Sefton until November 2006.

As a result, a new body was set up 
- Another Place Ltd - to explore the 
possibility of keeping the Iron Men in 
Crosby, and to raise the funds required 
to do so.

A vigorous ‘save our statues’ campaign 
ensued, backed by several local media 
outlets, with the aim of turning this idea 
into a financial reality.

For some time it seemed that this 
campaign would be unlikely to succeed, 
and at one point the installation was just 
days away from being dismantled.

However, after an initial four-month 
extension was granted, it was announced 
in March 2007 that thanks to the 
support of Sefton Council the Iron 
Men would remain on Crosby beach 
permanently. Antony Gormley said at  
the time: 

“It’s wonderful that my homeless, 
wandering tribe of men have 
found a permanent home. The 
idea that a part of the beach can 
now become a permanent place 
of contemplation and reverie  
is fantastic.”

From Temporary  
to Permanent

It’s wonderful that my 
homeless, wandering 
tribe of men have found 
a permanent home.
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